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Highlights 

Dairy market situation and “milk package” provisions : presentation by Commission  

 

The Commission will present and debate with Members the 
latest developments on the dairy market (EU farm gates 
milk prices and estimated dairy farms margins). It will also 
update Members on the use of instruments established as 
part of the “millk package” on the basis of a working 
document on the “Evolution of compulsory contracts, 
Producer Organisations and the market situation for milk 
and milk products” transmitted to Parliament in December 
2016. 

EU ban on hormone treated beef and possible US retaliatory measures - presentation  

 

On 22 December 2016, the Office of the United States Trade 
Representative (USTR) issued a notice of public hearing and 
request for comments regarding the reinstatement of 
retaliatory action in connection with EU measures 
concerning imports of US beef and beef products (the so-
called “beef hormone dispute”). At the request of AGRI 
Coordinators, a Commission representative has been 
invited to update Members on this US threat of renewed 
retaliatory measures against the EU, the likelihood of such 
retaliatory measures actually being decided and their 
possible nature, scope and impact on EU exports to the US. 
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Implications of Western Sahara ruling on Morocco free trade agreement - presentation  

 By judgment of 21 December 2016, the Court of Justice 
decided that the Association and Liberalisation Agreement 
concluded between the EU and Morocco are not applicable 
to Western Sahara. To the extent that this agreement 
provides for reciprocal liberalisation measures on 
agricultural products, processed agricultural products, fish 
and fishery products, this ruling may have significant 
implications on EU trade with Morocco for these sectors. At 
the request of AGRI coordinators representatives of 
Parliament’s Legal Service and representatives of the 
Commission have been invited for a presentation on this 
subject. 

Work in progress 

EU Rules on the marketing of fertilising products : presentation of draft AGRI opinion 

 Jan Huitema (ALDE, NL) will present his draft opinion on the 
proposal on fertilisers, for which the Committee on Internal 
Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) is the lead 
committee. AGRI and  ENVI were both appointed as 
associated committees. The proposal's main goal is to 
radically ease access to the internal market for organic 
fertilisers so that both mineral and organic fertilisers will be 
regulated by a single legislative text. Organic fertilisers 
transform waste into nutrients for crops, which is a circular 
economy objective. An important issue is the definition of 
requirements for each category of fertilising products, 
including limit values for contaminants. 

Cohesion and development in the EU Outermost Regions: draft AGRI opinion 

 

Ricardo Serrão Santos’ (S&D, PT) will present a draft opinion 
that underlines the importance of maintaining the key 
features of the POSEI scheme in the future, given the 
economic weight of the agricultural sector in many 
outermost regions (ORs) and the Treaty requirement to 
differentiate in their favour in order to mitigate the 
constraints affecting them, such as distance from the 
European mainland. 

 

EU’s greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets for 2021-2030: draft AGRI opinion 
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Nicola Caputo (S&D, IT) will present his draft opinion on the 
so-called “Effort sharing regulation” which is to set 
minimum contributions by Member States as regards 
greenhouse gas emission reductions for the period  2021- 
2030.  His draft contains 12 amendments. One of the most 
important concerns is the necessity to fully take into 
account the agro-forestry sector in the calculation of this 
effort. The Committee on Environment, Health and Food 
Safety (ENVI) is the lead Committee on this file. 

Report back from the AGRI mission to the Berlin Green Week 

 

Clara Aguilera Garcia (S&D, ES) and Albert Dess (EPP, DE), will 
report on the AGRI Committee delegation to the International 
Green Week (IGW) in Berlin from 19 to 20 January 2017. The 
delegation programme included encounters with the German 
Agriculture Minister, Christian Schmidt, the Hungarian Minister 
for Agriculture, Sandor Fazekas, and the Bavarian Agriculture 
Minister, Helmut Brunner. Members also had a series of 
meetings with representatives from professional organisations. 

 

Votes 
 

Women and their roles in rural areas: adoption of AGRI-FEMM report 

 

317 amendments have been tabled to the joint draft report of 
Lidia Senra Rodríguez (GUE/NGL, ES) and Marijana Petir 
(EPP/HR), representing the AGRI and FEMM committees 
respectively, on the role of women in rural areas. In negotiations 
between the co-rapporteurs and shadow rapporteurs, 30 
compromises have been drawn up with a view to easing the 
vote. 

Balancing financial instruments and grants in EU cohesion policy 

 

79 amendments have been tabled to Miguel Viegas’ (GUE/NGL, 
PT) draft opinion on the use of financial instruments in the CAP 
and in cohesion policy more broadly. In the run-up to the vote, 9 
compromises were negotiated. 

 

Working conditions and precarious employment: adoption of AGRI opinion 
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108 amendments have been tabled to the draft AGRI opinion by 
Viorica Dăncilă (S&D, RO), which highlights the particular 
difficult situation of agriculture and the farming sector in 
relation to working conditions and precarious employment. 
Political groups have managed to reach support for 10 
compromise amendments covering the largest part of the text.  
The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL) is the 
lead Committee on this file. 

Palm oil and deforestation of rainforests: own-initiative report 

 

A total of 170 amendments have been tabled to the draft own-
initiative report by Florent Marcellesi (Greens, ES) on Palm oil 
and deforestation of rainforests. The rapporteur negotiated 17 
compromises with shadow rapporteurs from other groups 
covering nearly all amendments. 

Next committee meeting 

13 March 2017 (19.00 - 21.00, Strasbourg) 
20 March 2017 (15.00 - 18.30, Brussels) 
21 March 2017 (9.00 - 18.30) 

 
 

Useful links 
AGRI website Calendar of AGRI meetings 
Webstreaming EP Press releases on agriculture 
Meeting documents Minutes of previous meetings 
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